Earth Materials Study Guide
Vocabulary

Geology- the study of the Earth’s history and structure.

Geologist- a person who studies the Earth and the materials with which it is made

Property- something you can observe: size, color, shape, texture, mass (weight)
Mineral- an ingredient of rocks that cannot be broken down any further

Rock- an Earth material made up of two or more minerals
Circumference- distance around a circular object

Diameter- distance across a circular object

Depth- How thick an object is from top to bottom
Crystal- Solid form of a material that can be identified by its shape or pattern

Evidence- Signs or facts on which a conclusion can be based

Vinegar- a mild acid used to test for calcite

Things to Make Sure You Know

Rocks are made of Minerals
Know the difference between a rock (has two or more minerals) and a mineral

Know observations about size include: diameter, circumference, and depth

Know the different ways we learn about rock: looking at them with a hand lens, putting acid on it, or performing a scratch test

Know the Use of minerals

Gypsum- Plaster of Paris, wallboard

Quartz: Jewelry

Bauxite: Aluminum

Iron: Steel

Know how the vinegar test shows whether calcite is in a rock

Know the scratch test helps determine the hardness of an earth material

Know that evaporation helps separate the parts of a rock. 
